Parametric Equations, Day 1—Non calculator
In Algebra, equations are graphed in two variables, x and y.  Now we will graph equations with x, y, and t, or with x, y, and 
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, where x and y are expressed independently in terms of t or 
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.  The third variable, t or 
[image: image3.wmf]q

 is called the parameter, and the separate equation are called parametric equations.

Ex.  Make a table, and sketch the  curve, indicating the direction of your graph.  Then eliminate the parameter.
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