Dear Future Calculus Student,

Welcome to calculus! My name is Katie Sokolyk, and I just recently completed AB Calculus. As an experienced veteran of the challenging course, I feel that it is my responsibility to inform you that calculus is just that: challenging. Calculus was by far my most difficult class this year, but I in no way regret taking it. Although I was first discouraged by its complexity and the substantial workload, I came to realize that calculus is a really interesting and rewarding class, as long as you are willing to put forth the effort. 


Thus, before you begin this year, I feel that there a few things that you should be aware of. One is that studying is not limited to social studies courses. Calculus was the first course in my math career that required regular study and practice. Before each test, I recommend sitting down and reworking old homework problems in order to familiarize yourself with the formulas and the questions themselves. Also, practicing free response questions is extremely helpful, as those are generally the most difficult on the tests. 


I am aware that paying close attention to lessons each day can be extremely difficult, especially in cases of sleep deprivation. When homework becomes too redundant and seems too long, I realize that it can be difficult to really try. But, as I have learned from experience, not giving your all to even one lesson can set you back later on in the year. This is due to the fact that all lessons in calculus are connected and build upon one another. If you begin concentrating and working hard to understand everything at the beginning of the year, by the time the AP test rolls around, you will hardly have to study. In laymen’s terms, this translates to do your homework; do not just copy off of the internet or your best friend.

One thing that many people shy away from is tutorials, but tutorials are a wonderful way to get help with different things that you may not understand as thoroughly as you would like. Never be afraid of tutorials.

Finally, I recommend memorizing basic formulas and equations as early as possible, so as to better learn the ways in which to apply them to various problems. Flashcards are always a simple, yet efficient means for such rote memorization.


Altogether my advice to you is this: study, pay attention, go to tutorials, and memorize formulas. Sticking to these four simple methods of learning will ensure your success in calculus. Good luck!

Sincerely,

Katie Sokolyk 
