WELCOME TO PRE-CALCULUS!
Mr. Korpi is teaching PreAP PreCalculus again this year. Pre AP PreCalculus is for students who like and/or are gifted in mathematics. It is not a course for the faint of heart, yet it is still a level easier than Calculus itself. PreAP PreCalculus students are presumed to enjoy doing their homework every night and love the challenge of unusual or difficult problems. 

My website (www.korpisworld.com) contains several handouts that PreAP PreCalculus students will need to refer to during the year. 

Precalculus is supposed to grow you up and bridge the gap between algebra and calculus. Hopefully all of you will take calculus next year: BC for the best scholars and AB for regular scholars.


Degrees in science and business particularly require calculus.  So, take your Precalculus seriously and learn as much as you can!  In any case, remember that the primary purpose or mathematical education is to make the student THINK!

You will need a graphing calculator from now on (I have some for use in class only), and I strongly suggest you invest in your own.  I recommend the TI-83 or TI-84 as the friendliest and cheapest model. I may not be able to help you figure out how to use the other models, but someone in the class probably can. Also, if you buy a different brand (Casio for example) the likelihood of difficulty in operating your calculator and/or not getting any assistance increases. The TI-83, TI-83 plus and TI-84 have all the built in functions you will need when you take statistics and they are quite sufficient for use in all courses.

If you do get a TI-89 etc. or some brand other than Texas Instruments, be sure to carry your manual with you to school. That way maybe we can solve problems with its operation before or after school, that is if no one in the class can figure it out.

This year will require adjustments from both teacher and students as we all adjust to the new schedule and grading policies.  I cannot overstate the importance of daily practice when it comes to math mastery.  Although the homework will count as nothing toward you overall grade in the course, doing it is the single-most important activity you can do to be successful.  Many students each year fall quickly behind in the course, sometimes to the point of no-return, because they did not give their homework the respect it deserves.  Like becoming a concert pianist, there are three steps to being successful in an upper-level math course:  Practice, practice, practice.
This course does not reward lukewarm efforts: furious activity without thought NOR natural brilliance without industry.  Be diligent and disciplined, EVERY DAY, and you will not only succeed in this course, but you will be awaken to the fascinating world of higher-level mathematics, develop new habits of mind that will benefit you the rest of your life, and you will look upon the world with new, fresh, and curious eyes. 

--Mr. Korpi
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